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On HU Dehai’s Views of Principles
of Pedagogy and his Scholarly Method

LI Hu-lin
(School of Education, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC)

[Abstract] Hu Dehai is a major explorer and and founder of the discipline of principles of pedagogy in
contemporary China. His views on principles of pedagogy and his scholarly method are typical of his
generation’s self consciousness of the discipline, and provides significant implication for later generations.
For his views on discipline, he makes an explicit positioning of the principles of pedagogy on the basis of
having a macro view of the whole education first, and then further defines the subjects and missions of
principles of pedagogy, and its differences from other disciplines. He constructs a logically rigorous
system of theories for principles of pedagogy. and illustrates its unique functions and roles from multiple
perspectives. In terms of scholarly method, he tends to make systematic studies on the practice and
phenomenon of education. Meanwhile, he takes the thoughts and theories of philosophy and other
disciplines as the guiding principles and theoretical basis of his own studies, and chooses independent and
deep thinking as the concrete paths, means and methods of theoretical construction.
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